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Hafiz's poems were introduced to the Western world by Orientalists in the mid-
18th century, and many translators sought to translate and understand these poems,
employing various methods. Apart from the success rate of translators in conveying
the concepts of Hafiz's poetry, it is also noteworthy that they themselves were
among the first audiences of Hafez's poems in the West, and how these poems are
understood and interpreted is a significant issue. This article examines how
translators of Hafiz's poems perceive the frequently repetitive symbols in these
poems, drawing on elements of reception theory. According to the theory of
reception, every literary text has gaps or voids within itself that characterize the
literary text against other texts. According to thi, when dealing with these gaps, the
audience combines what they have received from the text with their own
preconceptions and fills in these gaps. The symbol is one of the significant semantic
gaps in Hafiz's poems, without which it would be difficult to understand Hafez's
worldview. Here, the readings of three personal and important symbols of Hafez
(Pire-maghan, Rend, Kharabat) in the translations of prominent English translators
of the 19th and 20th centuries are evaluated, and the result obtained shows that
most English translators have been active readers in reading the symbols of Hafiz's
poems and by combining their mental contents with the symbolic element, in most
cases, they have highlighted only one of the semantic spectrums of the symbol. In
most cases, they have eliminated the aesthetic gap of the poems.
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Such a one am | that the tavern-corner is the cloister of mine: The prayer from the Pir of wine-sellers is
the morning task of mine.
(Clarke, 1891: 108)
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And if a sorrow be lurking in a corner of thine |
heart the sanctuary of the old Magian's court (the
tavern,) shall be thy refuge, and enough! (Robinson, 1883: 112)
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O Hafiz, a fortress of trust is the threshold of the
keeper of the wine-house, where thou mayest hear
and read the story of love. (Robinson, 1883: 147)
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Hear the Tavern-keeper who counsels you:

"With wine, with red wine your prayer carpet dye!"
There was never a traveller like him but knew

The ways of the road and the hostelry. (Bell, 1897: 34)
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Let wine upon the prayer-mat flow.

An if the taverner bids so;

Whose wont is on this road to go

Its ways and manners well doth know. (Arberry, 1947: 83)
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This problem that had vexed me long

Last night unto the taverner

| carried; for my hope was strong

His judgement sure, that could not err.

Might swiftly solve infallibly

The riddle that had baffled me. (Arberry, 1947: 97)
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I am the slave of the Pir of the Magians (the murshid, perfect and excellent),
who releaseth me from ignorance (of divine knowledge),

Whatever our Plr doeth, the essence of friendly assistance is.

(Clarke, 1891: 360)
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:Time's vexation, they give the Pir of the Magians

Pir, these holy travellers make! Behold what (sport) with the
(Clarke, 1891: 274)
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Thus perplexed, sought I the High Priest of the Magians yestreen.
For he sees keen with the soul's eye to discern riddles unguessed. (Leaf, 1898: 38)
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“No part of faith is the dervish cloak and the wine.”
“Yet both are found in this Magian faith of mine.”
(Arberry, 1947: 103)
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Disciple of the Tavern-priest am I;

The pious Sheikh may promise future bliss,
He brings me where joy is.

(Bell, 1897: 77)
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" At the door of the winehouse there are inebriated
Kalandars, who give and take back princely diadems."
(Robinson, 1883: 145)
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At the door of the wine-house there

are drunken kalenders, who give and take

again kingly crowns.

(McCarthy, 2006: 90)
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Flout not the toper's call nor his ill name, O man of law;
What thing soe'er the counsels of God foreordain am 1.
(Leaf, 1898: 51)
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To them that here renowned for virtue live,

A heavenly palace is the meet reward;

To me, the drunkard and the beggar, give

The temple of the grape with red wine stored! (Bell, 1897: 49)
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Can drunkenness be linked to piety
And good repute?

Where is the preacher's holy monody,
Where is the lute? (Bell, 1897: 61).
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Thou, Hafiz, art praised for the songs thou hast wrought,
But bearing a stained or an honoured name,

The lovers of wine shall make light of thy fame—

All things are nought! (Bell, 1897: 68-69)
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LAY not reproach at the drunkard's door
Oh Fanatic, thou that art pure of soul;

Not thine on the page of life to enrol
The faults of others! (Bell, 1897: 71)
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On that first day, when we did swear
To tipple and to Kiss,

It was our oath, that we would fare
No other way but this. (Arberry, 1947: 118)
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Elders who have lost the road—
These have made a tale of us
“Drunken sots and bibulous.” (Arberry, 1947: 114)
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Yet how to drunkards shall thy face be shown
That holds a mirror to the sun and moon?

Chide not the drunkard, greybeard; peace, be still;
Or wouldst thou quarrel with the Heavenly will? (Arberry, 1947: 126)
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A black-listed sot? Am | a wild lover,

My friends in the city
Bear names without spot. (Nicholson, 1922: 175)
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Hafiz! wine (love), and the mistress (the beloved), and profligacy (the fearless, careless state) are not
(contrary to) thy way of life:
(Clarke, 1891: 216) (Thus) wholly thou doest; and (since thou exceedest not) | pardon thee.
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Since they carried not away the beauty of ease; and austerity is, That best that, as a favour, release of
their own work, they make. (Clarke, 1891: 276)
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If the Zahid take not the path to profligacy, he is excused,
Love is a work, that dependent on the guidance (of God) is. (Clarke, 1891: 360)
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I am the slave of resolution of that profligate, safety-consuming (the Murshid or the perfect Arif),
Who, in beggar quality, the work of an alchemist (causing others to reach perfection) knoweth. (Clarke,

1891: 390)
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I will not repent of my profligacy,
although thou mayest injure me by separa-
tion and by absence. (McCarthy, 2006: 63)

3t el o B L gl b sl Ses a2 ST 8 wmlss aug pleea, Sy 5l e



ol g popod Y-Y
(VEY DVYVY asls)

O Hafiz, wine, and pleasure, and retelry are not
what becometh thee! Thou must totally renounce
them, or | leave thee to perish! (Robinson, 1883: 28)
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The turn of the heavy dealer abstinence is past,

the season of joy is arrived, and of joyous revellers!
We are neither dissembling revellers, nor the com
rades of hypocrites; he who is the knower of all
secrets knoweth this. (Robinson, 1883: 36)
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It cannot be that the love of revelling should quit
- the heart of Hafiz, for the old custom of the former
days will last to the after-ones. (Robinson, 1883: 62)
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And if the King giveth us to drink without
consideration the leavings of the revellers, on no
account will we offer it to him in its genuineness and
brightness. (Robinson, 1883: 104)
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Blame not us wild rogues and gay,
As if our score thou must pay. (Nicholson, 1922: 173)

Rogues = a person whose behavior one disapproves of but who is nonetheless likeable or attractive
ol Olis b adldcussd 55 (pl b Lol sy as 1y oL, a7 (63,8

Gay = 1. (of a person) homosexual (used especially of a man).
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2. light-hearted and carefree
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Life-givers, are the lovely ones, Persian-prattling : O Saki ! this news, give to the old men of Pars
(Persia). (Clarke, 1891: 30)
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Comes the sour ascetic nigh, hush, no word of toping speak j Save the leech the secret knows, shall we
all the pain display? (Leaf, 1898: 65)
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THE secret draught of wine and love repressed

Are joys foundationless—then come whate’er

May come, slave to the grape | stand confessed!

Unloose, oh friend, the knot of thy heart's care,

Despite the warning that the Heavens reveal! (Bell, 1897: 92)
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Bring, bring the cup! drink we while yet we may

To our soul's ruin the forbidden draught

Perhaps a treasure-trove is hid away

Among those ruins where the wine has laughed! (Bell, 1897: 93)
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The water of the tavern took my religious garment of austerity: My house of
reason, the fire of the tavern consumed. (Clarke, 1891: 159)
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May it be remembered that | have sat in

the tavern and drunk deep. That which is
rare in my life now-a-days was frequent then. (McCarthy, 2006: 68)
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Thou shalt rise, oh Hafiz, to Heaven's gate

From the tavern where thou hast tarried late.

And if thou hast worshipped wine, thou shalt meet

The reward that the Faithful attain;

If such thy life, then fear not thy fate,

Thou shalt not have lived and worshipped in vain. (Bell, 1897: 72)
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Hast thou forgotten, when a sojourner

Within the tavern gates and drunk with wine,

| found Love's passionate wisdom hidden there,

Which in the mosque none even now divine? (Bell, 1897: 97)
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Forth from the mosque! the tavern calls to me!
Would'st hinder us? The preacher's homily
Is long, but life will soon be spent! (Bell, 1897: 103)
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Within the Magian tavern

The light of God | see;

In such a place, O wonder!

Shines out such radiancy. (Aeberry, 1947: 117)
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Oh, enter devoutly
The tavern! This ring
Of topers that haunt it Have ear of the King. (Nicholson, 1922: 175)
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The water of the tavern took my religious garment of austerity: My house of reason, the fire of the tavern
consumed. (Clarke, 1891: 159)
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If I leave the mosque to repair to the wine-house
censure me not; the preaching to the congregation
was long, and time was running away. (Robinson, 1883: 57)
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Not far apart are love of the wine-house and cloister love;
No place but there the sheen of the Friend's face for light is found. (Leaf, 1898: 33)
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With but one drop, my Wine-house Master, aid me;
An old man I, in youth once more array me. (Leaf, 1898: 52)
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Cup in hand let Hafiz die,
Straight to Eden he will fly. (Nicholson, 1922: 173)
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